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their real point of adoration is an obscure enthusiast who
founded the sect not very long ago, and who is now in the
semi-miraculous stage.     By   the   outer - disciples  he  is
certainly held to be himself an embodiment of Vishnu;
but, so far as can be made out, the initiated still know
him to have been a spiritualist who scorned gods and
Brahmans.    But, as time goes on, these two branches out
of one stock, the worship of   a divinity and the inner
revelation,   become   twisted   up together,  so   that   the
reputed miracles are used to authenticate the spiritual
message, and the spiritual message is put forward as an
adequate motive to explain the miracles.    Then, of course,
the message itself is subjected to incessant changes and
enlargements ; for, being always at its first delivery a very
simple message contained in a few deep, abstruse sayings,
it is very soon required to explain everything in this world
and the next.  . Here comes in the living tradition which
fills in details, and provides fresh formulas to supply fresh
needs.   This duty falls upon the successors who are elected
as  chiefs   of   the sect, upon whom  the mantle  of  the
founder is supposed  to have  fallen;  sometimes, indeed,
they are proclaimed to be successive incarnations of the
god who first apppeared in the founder.    But this is only
where the spiritual side of the peculiar doctrine has been
very much darkened, either intentionally or by ignorance.
All these transitions in the working out of religious creeds
and dogmas are visible in India at the present day.    We
can perceive how the religious ideas of a great population
do not  develop   regularly  and simultaneously through
regular stages in one direction, or from one starting-point;
but that ideas, simple and complex, physical and meta-
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